


(Aa ak A; 


EXTRA..! EXTRA..! EXTRA..! 


TOPS in holiday reading... 
ws WAG 


PICTURE LIBRARY 
HOLIDAY SPECIAL 













Bt tt HH 


PICTURE LIBRARY 


HOLIDAY SPECIAL 


>t > Et OE 


all-action piiare: -stories in EACH issue! 
IN SALE PROM 4th MAY 





PU UCU 


P 3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
re) 





mS. o> Ae 
IN BATTLE, MORALE CAN OFTEN BE 
A DECIDING FACTOR, AND THE MAN 
WHO CAN INSPIRE IT IN HIS MEN IS 


i) WITHOUT PRICE. THIS IS THE STORY 


OF SUCH A MAN~AN AUSTRALIAN 
VETERAN, WHO WAS TOO OLD BY 
THE HARSH STANDARDS OF MODERN 


A WAR, BUT WHO HAD THAT VITAL 


‘SPARK THAT COULD TURN SOLDIERS 
INTO WARRIORS - 








Last Charge 





WHEN THE 20TH. REGIMENT, AUSTRALIAN LIGHT HORSE, WERE 
ICONVERTED FROM A CAVALRY TO A MECHANISED UNIT, IT 
HAPPENED, BY A STROME OF IRONY, THAT THEIR TANKS: 
JARRIVED IN QUEENSLAND ON THE SAME DAY THAT THEIR 
HORSES WERE SHIPPED SOUTH. IT NEARLY BROKE THE 
HEART OF R.S.M “JIMBUCK” JOHNSON ! 


WELL , STONE 
THE WOMBATS 
1 NEVER THOUGHT 
YD LIVE TO SEE 
THE DAY! 





AS THE CLANKING, PETROL~SMELLING MONSTERS: 
[GROUND ON TO THE PARADE GROUND, JIMBUCK TURNED 
AWAY AND HEADED FOR THE NEARBY RAILWAY SIDING 
WHERE THE REGIMENTS HORSES WERE BEING 
LOADED INTO WAGONS. 


NNT 


~ AND WE'RE STILL 
GOING TO BE CALLED 
THE TWENTIETH 
REGIMENT LIGHT HORSE 
+ -THOUGH WEILL BE 
NOTHING BUT A MOB 
OF BUSORIVERS AND 
GARAGE HANDS! 





Last Charge Ss 


HE PICKED OUT HIS OWN HORSE. 
AT ONCE, AND A LUMP CAME 
INTO HIS THROAT. 


NG, 
O00’ GRAZING! ~~ 
IFT COME OUT OF THIS WAR PLL 
BUY YOU BACK,SO HELP ME! J 








TO THE FRECKLED YOUNGSTER WHO WAS ONE OF THE HORSE TENDERS, HE 
OTE. 


BAY GETS GOOD. 
TREATMENT, EH? 
IT'S A LONG, 
TOUGH JOURNEY 
DOWN TO. 
MELBOURNE . 





KEEP YOUR MONEY, 
SIR. UM A HORSEMAN MYSELF. 
VILL LOOK AFTER HIM .DINKUM! 





Last Charge 


IT WAS NOT THE FIRST TIME JIMBUCK HAD SAID 
FAREWELL TO A WELL-LOVED MOUNT. IT HAD 
HAPPENED IN THE 'I4“i8 WAR WHEN THE LIGHT HORSE 
HAD LEFT THEIR HORSES IN EGYPT. AND EMBARKED 
FOR GALLIPOLI AS DISMOUNTED TROOPS: 





A FEW WEEKS LATER THEY WERE AT, GRips 
KS IN QUINN'S IE NOTORIOUS 
SOME OF 


‘AND IT WAS THERE THAT YOUNG 
TROOPER JIMBUCK "JOHNSON 
WON HIS D.C.M 





Last Charge 7 


THEN, IN AUGUST, (915, 
THE LIGHT HORSE WERE 
ALMOST WIPED OUT IN 
A SUICIDAL ATTACK ON 
THE TURKISH STRONGPOINT 
IKNOWN AS‘THE 
|CKESSBOARD’. 


~ 
THERE, JIMBUCK, THEN A CORPORAL, 
WON A’ BAR TO'HIS D.C.M. 


BACK IN EGYPT, AT THE VERY HOUR WHEN. 
THEIR MASTERS WERE BEING MOWN DOWN, 
THE HORSES THAT THEY HAD LEFT BEHIND’ 
ISTAMPEDED | AS THOUGH BEING RIDDEN 


IT COULD HAVE BEEN JUST COINCIDENCE 
UT NOT MANY. LIGHT 
EMEN BELIEVED THAT! 





8 Last Charge 


IN A MAD FRENZY THEY SMASHED THROUGH A 
NEARBY ARTILLERY CAMP, WREAKING FEARFUL | Soi 
HAVOC AND THEN GALLOPED OFF INTO THE 4 





BUT AFTER THE GALLIPOLI EVACUATION , THE LIGHT 
HORSE SURVIVORS WERE REUNITED WITH THEIR HORSES 
IN EGYPT, AND EARNED UNDYING FAME IN THEIR TRUE 
ROLE AS CAVALRY IN PALESTINE UNDER GENERAL 





7. an K 
THERE, JIMBUCK GAINED THE 
SECOND BAR 70 HIS D.C.M. 





SPURS AND TOSSED THEM AWAY. 
? WE WON'T NEED 
‘THEM ANY MORE. A 
‘SPANNER AND AN 


HORSES DON’T 
BREAK DOWN. 
THEY'RE RELIABLE 
+.-AND A SIGHT 
QUICKER ON THE 
TURN THAN THESE. 
TIN-CANS f 


Last_Char; 


re 





I KNOW HOW YOU'RE FEELING, 
YIMBUCK, . . BUT HORSES ARE” 


YOU KNOW IT! 1 WANT YOU 
TO HELP ME LICK THE 
mx, BOYS INTO SHAPE, 
‘AND MAKE GOOD: 
TANKMEN OF 


VLL_DO ME 
BEST, SIR. 


TAKE A GOOD LOOK AT THESE TANK- 
TRACKS. YOUR LIVES MAY DEPEND ON 
JEM! A TANK CAN STILL KEEP GOING 
WITH A DIRTY GREAT HOLE IN ITS: 
ARMOUR. . .BUT ONE GOOD SMACK 
IN THE TRACKS, AND YOU'VE 
HAD’ IT! 





Last Charge 





MORE ABOUT PETROL 
ENGINES THAN HE DID. 


‘GOT 
THING ROLLING BEFORE 
THE C.O. GETS HERE. 


1 

BLUEY' MADIGAN. WALLABY’ | THEY DIDN'T OUGHT 
JONES AND SAM BURKE TO KEEP KIDS LIKE 
THEM OUT SO LATE, 


Last Charge Wf 


BUT THE YOUNGSTERS THEY’D NEVER HAVE GOT 
INTO THE ARMY, IF THEY HADN'T 


GAVE AS GOOD AS 
THEY GOT. DYED THEIR HAIR! 





POOR OLD 
S$! THEY 


DRAWING THEIR 
Onna A G Rs \. PENSIONS FROM 
PERFECT SET Of oe s THE LAST WAR. 





BUT WHEN IT CAME TO THE REGIMENTAL GUNNERY COMPETITION, JIMBUCK’S 
YOUNGSTERS CLEARED THE BOARD. . . 


SIMBUCK MAY BE NO TANKMAN 
HIMSELF BUT HE CERTAINLY GETS H 
‘THE BEST OUT OF THAT YOUNG. BEST WHEN JIMBUCK 
CREW OF HIS. IS AROUND... .OR HE'LL. 
5 KNOW THE REASON 
WHY 








Last Charge 


"CAME EMBARKATION ORDERS ‘YOUR R.S.M. IS A BIT LONG IN 
‘AND A FINAL INSPECTION BY ‘THE TOOTH, ISN'T HE,SMACLEAN? 
TOP BRASS. >) BETTER LEAVE HIM BEHIND, THIS 

RIS A YOUNS MAN'S WAR. 


> a 








BUT JIMBUCK 1S 
MORE THAN AN R.S.M. SIR. 
HE’S ALMOST A REGIMENTAL 





THREE. DAYS BEFORE EMBARKATION, JIMBUCK’S CREW FOUND THAT 
ISOMEONE HAD CHRISTENED THEIR TANK DURING THE NIGHT. 





IT'S THOSE ROUGHNECK’S 
OF RYAN'S! 


TWO CAN 
PLAY AT THAT 
GAME, MY 
OATH! 








Last Charge 13 
INEXT. MORNING, THE OTHER TANK HAD A NAME. . . 


CHEEKY 
YOUNG 


TT COULD Devils! 


HAVE BEEN 





Last Charge 


BUT RYAN, FOR ONE, WAS TOO OLD A BIRD TO BE TOO ELATED AS THE 
ITALIANS ‘SURRENDERED IN THEIR HUNDREDS. 

YEP” LISTEN, YOU JOKERS... : Ci 
DON'T START SINGING TOO 


EASY, . . THERE MUST BE A 
SNAG SOMEWHERE. | 








AFTER THE BATTLE, JIMBUCK CAME IN FOR SOME 
FRIENDLY HAZING FROM THE YOUNGER OFFICERS... 


CAVALRY COULDN'T WE TOOK TOUGHER 
HAVE DONE THIS, POSITIONS THAN THIS 
SERGEANT-MAJOR! 





ANYWAY, THESE BLOKES 
AIN'T_GOT THEIR 
HEARTS IN THE WAR. 


Last Charge 15 


[ONE ITALIAN FORTRESS AFTER ANOTHER [9 y 
FELL TO THE SWIFTLY ADVANCING 





Z 
. \ 
d i ON, Za 
i IT WAS NOT WAR AS HE KNEW IT. IT WAS 
fa MACHINES FIGHTING MACHINES, BUT A 
NIM CAVALRY CHARGE. . .THAT WAS SOMETHING 
af TO FIRE THE BLOOD! 


‘BUT ALREADY, IN TRIPOLI, GERMAN 
OOPS WERE POURING INTO AFRICA. 
THE ARMOUR AND PICKED INFANTRY OF 


WHAT WAS TO BECOME ROMMEL’S 
FAMOUS - AFRIKA KORPS. 


TIME! 


1 Last_Charge 

STILL THE BRITISH VICTORIES FOLLOWED EACH OTHER. . . TOBRUK, BARCE, 
BENGHAZI , BEDA-EL- FOMM. BUT AT LAST,ON A SUN BLISTERED DAY NEAR 
|AGHEILA , A NEW ENEMY CAME "THUNDERING. ON THE SCENE , TO SMASH 
THROUGH THE COVERING SCREEN OF 

THE BRITISH 1st. ARMOURED DIVISION. 





GERMAN 
PANZERS! THIS: 
1S THE REAL 





FO THE ZOTH.LIGHT HORSE, RESTING NEAR | [THEN CAME A SUDDEN ELECTRIFYING 
ITHE TUMMAR OASIS, THE SOUND OF HEAVY 


FEW MILES OF THEM 


‘ORDER THAT SENT JIMBUCK 
GUNFIRE WITHIN A 


BELLOWING THROUGH THE LINES, 





AIR RAID, WE'RE MOVING IN A. 
MY FOOT! THAT'S, FEW MINUTES. JERRY'S 
‘A TANK BASTLE! BROKEN THROUGH f 





Last Charge 


‘STEADY, WALLABY! YOU OLD MEN 
HAVE GOT TO BE CAREFUL, 
SPORT! WITH YOUR HIGH 
BLOOD PRESSURE YOU'LL 
HAVE A STROKE. 








WITHIN MINUTES ,“A"AND“B” SQUADRONS WERE ROARING WESTWARDS TOWARDS| 
THE SOUND OF THE GUNS, LED BY COLONEL MACLEAN IN HIS JEEP. “C"AND 
D® SQUADRONS REMAINED IN RESERVE. 


‘AT THE BOTTOM OF THIS Y 


INTO BATTLE ORDER, ‘A’ 
SQUADRON IN THE 
LEAD... 








Last Charge 


[A FEW PANZERS SKULKING ON THE SKYLINE OPENED FIRE AND AS THE MATILDAS 
BANGED AND CLATTERED OVER THE HARD SAND, SHELLS CRASHED VICIOUSLY 














WE DON'T WANT TO 
GO OFF INTO THE BLUI 
TN PURSUIT. WELL LEAGUER 





Last Charge 


THE MEDITERRANEAN NIGHT WAS FALLING 
FAST, WRAPPING THE: VALLEYS AND WADIS 
IN PURPLE SHADOW. AS THE MATILDAS 
FORMED A RING AND SETTLED DOWN 
FOR THE NIGHT, JIMBUCK DISAPPROVED 
OF THE WHOLE ‘SET-UP. 





CAVALRY WE'D 
SEND OUT PATROLS.BUT 
YOU CAN'T PATROL ~ 
SILENTLY IN THESE 
CLATTERING TIN-CANS!) 








WHEN DAWN CAME, THE LIGHT HORSE PREPARED TO MOVE. BUT EVEN AS THEY 
WERE FORMING UP, A STORM OF ARMOUR-PIERCING AND HIGH EXPLOSIVE 
SHELLS RAINED ON’THE MATILOAS « : 





EIGHTY-EIGHTS, 

CARSON! JERRY 

HAS BROUGHT UP 
HIS GUNS! 


DARNED RIGHT, 


SIRE AND THEYWE 
GOT IN BEHIND 


20 Last Charge 


‘SWIFTLY COLONEL MACLEAN "i SQUADRON... .MOVE HALF LEFT FET 
DEPLOYED THE TWO SQUADRONS, | AND TAKE UP DEFENSIVE HULL. 
SENSING THAT THEY WERE UP DOWN POSITION BELOW THAT HILLOCK! be 
AGAINST A GERMAN BATTLE "B'SQUADRON, SWING RIGHT, "Jad 

]GROUP THAT HAD TREMENDOUS AND ENGAGE ENEMY ARMOUR a 
SUPERIORITY IN NUMBERS 2 














[THE GUNNERS IN THE MATILDAS SLAMMED SHELL AFTER SHELL AT THE LOW HULLS, 
ION. THE SKYLINE, WHICH WAS ALL THEY COULD SEE OF THEIR WELL CAMOUFLAGED. 
ENEMIES. BUT TANK AFTER TANK WAS HIT... 











‘A SCOUTING HUDSON BOMBER CAME. 


Last Charge 


2 


ROARING OUT OF THE EAST, CIRCLED THE 


BATTLEFIELD AND RADIOED BACK AN 
5 


a 


BRITISH TANKS 
IN DIFFICULTY ONE MILE 
SOUTH OF THE HAMMADI RIDGE. 
97] BEING HEAVILY ENGAGED BY 
ENEMY ARTILLERY NORTH-WEST 
‘OF THE RIDGE, AND ENEMY 
ARMOUR TO THE EAST 








MEANWHILE, THE COLONEL WAS 
EXHORTING HIS CREWS AND MAKING 
SURE THE TANKS TOOK ADVANTAGE 
OF EVERY BIT OF COVER. 


WY keer weit scartereo! 
LIEUTENANT HENNIKER, 
GET YOUR TANKS OFF’ 

THAT HIGH GROUND . 
YOU'RE SITTING 














THEN A SHATTERING EXPLOSION RENT THE 
c.0.'S JEEP AS A DIRECT HIT SMASHED 
HOME. FLAMES SHOT UP IN A GRISLY 
FUNERAL PYRE. 








Last Charge 





ANOTHER. SHELL RIPPED THE TRACKS OFF CAPTAIN 
IGIBSON’S TANK AND SET IT AFIRE. AS THE CAPTAIN 
AND HIS MEN CAME SPILLING OUT,'A FOUR- GUN 


ISPANDAU SECTION RAKED 


THEM WITH A HAIL OF 





THE GERMAN MARKSMANSHIP WAS DEADLY AND IN THE 
‘SPACE OF A FEW TERRIBLE MINUTES, EVERY OFFICER 
WAS KILLED OR WOUNDED. AT LAST, JIMBUCK REALISED 
THAT AS THE ONLY WARRANT OFFICER, HE WAS NOW 
IN_COMMAND . 


“J /SERGEANT MAJOR JOHNSON Wi 
TO ALL TANKS!1 AM NOW IN. WRN 
COMMAND. . .AND FROM Now VRE 
ON, YOU WILL TAKE YOUR ORDERS ai 
FROM ME! CALL SIGN... 
ABLE RED. REPEAT CALL 
ABLE RED. 











Last Charge 
Chapter 2. Error of Judgment 
m6 


FOR A FEW MOMENTS JIMBUCK 
HESITATED. WERE THEY JUST 
IGOING TO COWER IN COVER 
WAITING TO BE PICKED OFF ? 
FOR AN OLD CAVALRYMAN, 
THERE COULD ONLY BE 

JONE COURSE OF ACTION . 


JABLE RED TO ALL TANKS! 
WE ARE GOING TO CHARGE 
iN CAVALRY STYLE AND 
ISHOOT OUR way OUT. 
LINE UP HERE ON ME, FOUR 
YARD INTERVALS BETWEEN 
VEHICLES. . 





THE ORDER SEEMED INCOMPREHENSIBLE 
tO THE SWEAT- SOAKED TANK CREWS. 
FROM THE TORRID INTERIOR OF THE 
TANK WHERE RYAN'S GAOLBIRDS WERE 
SWEATING IT OUT. ROSE A BLAST OF 
SHOCKED COMMENTS... - 


THE STUPID OLD 
COOT THINKS: 
HE'S STILLIN THE 





OLD JIMBUCK MUST'VE DONE 

HIS NUT! HE'S CRAZIER 

THAN A SUNSTRUCK 
BANDICOO} 





Last Charge 





BUT AT LEAST THIS WAS A 
FIGHTING ORDER FROM A 
FIGHTING MAN. THE MATILDAS 
IBACKED FROM ‘COVER AND 
ICLATTERED OVER TO FORM 
UP ON EACH SIDE OF 
|JIMBUCK?S TANK. 





BEYOND THE RIDGE, THE GERMAN GUNNERS STARED IN STUNNED BEWILDERMENT 


[THAT SOON CHANGED TO FIERCE JOY. 





THIS IS INCREDIBLE! THEY ARE JAWOHL 
See rae é HERR? 
> 
TO HOLD THEIR FIRE CNL > OBERST! 
1 GIVE THE ORDER! 


Last Charge 25 


AS SOON AS THE TANKS WERE ALL IN LINE, 
[JIMBUCK FORGOT ALL MILITARY PROCEDURE. NOT 
FOR HIM THE FORMAL ORDER TO ADVANCE. INSTEAD 
HE LET OUT A BELLOW THAT RANG IN THE CREWS? 
HEADPHONES « 








COME _ON, THE, 
LIGHT HORSE! 
CHARGE! 








SIMMBUCK WAS ONLY AWARE OF A BLAST OF FLAME THAT WREATHED THE TANK AND Of 
IA SHATTERING IMPACT THAT FLUNG HIM, HALF STUNNED, AGAINST THE SCORCHING 
10 





Last Charge a 





GIMBUCK DRAGGED SMITH CLEAR AND 
STAGGERED WITH HIM TO THE SHELTER OF 
A SHALLOW HOLLOW. THE OTHERS, ON HIS 


THE WOUNDED MAN WAS STILL ALIVE, 
BUT HIS EYES WERE GLAZING FAST. 
MIMBUCK KNELT ABOVE HIM, AND LIKE. 





KEN A KNIFE IN HIS HEART WAS THE THOUGHT 
THAT HE WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS 





YOUNGSTER'S DEATH. 


iN 


SHOULDN'T have 
UES KNOW IT WOULD 
END LIKE THIS, 
7H simBuck’ ir was 
=A GOOD TRY, 
May WORD! 


(ED A DEFIANT 
GRIN, TRYING TO LAUGH IN 
THE FACE OF DEATH. THERE 








THEN CAME A NEW 
SOUND, FOR THE SKY 
WAS SUDDENLY FILLED 
WITH THE GROWLING 
ROAR OF PLANES AND. 
HOARSE SHOUTS 
]BROKE FROM THE 
TATTERED AUSSIES. « 


‘THEY'RE OURS! 
OURS! 


‘OUT TIME. 
THOSE RAF JOKERS, 
‘TURNED UPI WHAT DO 

THEY THINK THEY 
GET ALL THAT EXTRA 
MONEY FOR? 





28 Last Charge 


FLYING THROUGH A SKY, 
PATTERNED WITH TRACERS: 
JAND FLAK, THE BLENHEIMS| 
JATTACKED THE GERMAN 











1T WAS THE HEAVIEST AIR STRIKE 
JIMBUCK HAD EVER SEEN AND 
IT WAS PRESSED HOME WITH 
RUTHLESS ACCURACY, 


EVEN THEN, THOSE THAT ESCAPED 
‘THE HOLOCAUST, WERE HARRIED AND 
POUNDED BY THE BLENHEIMS. 


Last Charge 


TT WAS ELEVENTH HOUR DELIVERANCE. . . BUT IT HAD COME 

TOO LATE FOR MOST OFYA® AND “B® SQUADRONS. AS. 

JIMBUCK STOOD AND LOOKED AT THE SCENE OF 
STRUCTION, HE FELT LIKE A MURDERER. 





+2 sTHIS ISN'T A 
CAVALRYMAN'S 
WAR. «+ 














THE SIGHT OF THE LONE, STRICKEN FIGURE TOUCHED EVEN RYAN'S HARD-BITTEN, 
UNEMOTIONAL CREW. = = 





7 HE MAY HAVE, 
MADE A MISTAKE, 
BUT HEILL BE PAYING 


30 Last Charge 





BLUEY MADIGAN WENT OVER AND 
CLAPPED THE SERGEANT-MAJOR ON THE 
SHOULDER. . 
DON'T FEEL TOO BAD 
ABOUT IT, JIMBUCK. YOU 
GOTTA TAKE RISKS IN 
WAR, < AND IT MIGHT'VE 


BUT AFTER THE LIGHT HORSE HAD BEEN 
WITHDRAWN INTO RESERVE,THE ARGUMENTS| 
STARTED, FOR THE ALMOST COMPLETE 
LOSS OFA” AND “B" SQUADRONS WAS A 
BITTER BLOW. MANY MEN WHO HAD BEEN 
ION _JIMBUCK'S ‘SIDE BEFORE BEGAN TO 
TURN AGAINST HIM. 


HE'S PAST IT! HE'S 
ISO PIG- HEADED 
HE WON'T SEE 
THAT HE'S NOT A 
ICAVALRYMAN, 
JANY MORE. HE 
IGOT GOOD MEN 
BUTCHERED FOR 
NOTHING! 











SENDING THE SPEAKER STAGGERING 





NEXT MOMENT, YOUNG BABE LAFONE JUMPED FORWARD, HIS WILDLY SWUNG FIST 





TAY OFF JIMBUCK, 

YOU MUG! HE'S A 

BETTER MAN THAN 
YOU'LL EVER BE! 








Last Charge 31 





BUT THE OTHER AUSTRALIAN WAS NOT 
IGOING TO TAKE THAT LYING DOWN, AND IT 
WAS ONLY JIMBUCK COMING ON THE 
SCENE THAT SAVED BABE FROM A HAMMERING. | 
‘CUT IT OUT, YOU JOKERS, WILL YOUP} 


‘YOU WANT TO FIGHT, SAVE IT 
FOR JERRY! 





BUT JIMBUCK KNEW WHAT THE ARGUMENT 
HAD BEEN ABOUT. 








THEY'RE GOOD KIDS, THAT CREW 
OF MINE.BABE WAS’ FIGHTING 
AND | AIN'T 














WHAT THE 

HECK ARE THEY? 

CAVALRY 
REMOUNTS? 





INEXT DAY, THE AUSSIES WERE ! 
NORPRE TRAD eae | (cuypnig onaperst 
MENS Baa i i 
FROM THE SOUTH. 








32 Last Charge 


A THE VERY MENTION OF CAVALRY, JIMBUCK'S HEART LEAPT. . .BUT HE KNEW IT 
COULD NOT BE, THERE WAS NO CAVALRY! THEN HE SAW THE OUTRIDERS IN THEIR 


FLOWING ROBES AND BURNOUS HEADGEAR. 











THEYIRE ARABS 
TOUAREGS, PROBABLY. 
TRADERS.MUST BE LOOKING 
FOR GRAZING IN SOME 

OF THESE WADIS. 





DIMBUCK, WITH AN AVID EYE FOR 
IGOOD HORSEFLESH, STARED IN 
DELIGHT AT THE MAGNIFICENT 
JANIMALS 


7 PURE ARABS, 
THEY'RE A SON. NO BETTER 


BONZER LOT, 
BY JOE! THEY’D ‘BUT THEY'RE WILD AND 
SCARY AS A MOB 


‘OF BRUMBIES. 


Last Charge 33 


TRAILING BEVIND THE HERD WERE A FEW LIMPING CRIPPLES BARELY ABLE TO KEEP, 
UP.THE YOUNG ARAB BOY AND THE OLD MAN WITH THEM GLANCED UP APPREHENSIVELY| 
JAS A PLANE CAME SCREAMING DOWN OUT OF THE SKY. 














[No DOUBT ATTRACTED BY THE RISING COLUMN OF DUST THE MESSERSCHMITT 109) 
ME IN LOW, ITS MACHINE GUNS HAMMERING OUT A SAVAGE BURST. THE HO! 
SNORTED IN TERROM AND BEGAN TO SCATTER. « 

















Last Charge 


SUDDENLY, THE ARAB BOY GAVE ONE [ASHE Boy PITCHED FROM THE CLUMSY 
JCONVULSIVE -JERK AND SLUMPED OVER | |SADDLE HIS FOOT CAUGHT IN THE STIRRUP, 
HIS HORSES WITHERS, SCREAMING. . . | |AND NEXT MOMENT HE WAS BEING 
IORAGGED ALONG AT HIS HORSE'S 
HEELS... 














THE 
THE HORSE AND JIMBUCK SPRANG 
|THE MADDENED CREATURT 








THE GERMAN PILOT MUST 
HAVE. BEEN A KILLER FOR 
HE CAME BACK AGAIN, 
LASHING THE SAND WITH 
BULLETS. BY THAT TIME, 
SIMBUCK HAD THE BOY 
IN HIS ARMS AND WAS 
RUNNING WITH HIM TO 
THE SHELTER TRENCHES 
ION THE EDGE OF THE 


Last Charge 





[at LAST THE ENEMY FIGHTER FLEW 
OFF AND JIMBUCK BOUND THE 
BOY'S SHATTERED ARM WITH HIS 
FIELD DRESSING... 


THIS'LL_DO TILL 
THEY GET HIM 
DOWN To THE 
FIRST-AID POST... 








LATER, THE WOUNDED BOY'S FATHER RODE BACK 
ITO THE LIGHT HORSE CAMP AND, AFTER SEEING 
IMIS SON’ TAKEN AWAY IN AN AMBULANCE, HUNTED] 
JOUT JIMBUCK TO THANK HIM. APPARENTLY, HE 
WAS THE TOUAREG LEADER _AND,LIKE MOST 
ARAB TRADERS, HE SPOKE GOOD ENGLISH 


1 DO NOT FORGET THIS! 
FROM NOW ON YOU ARE 


MY BROTHER... WAToH TES 


BOYS! HELL BE 
KISSING HIM IN 
A MINUTE! 





NOT A HOPE! 
NO-ONE COULD BE 
‘THAT GRATEFUL! 








36 Last Charge 


[WHILE THE LIGHT HORSE WERE STILL REFITTING, THE NEW 
IC.0., COLONEL CRAIG, ARRIVED. YOUNG , AGGRESSIVE, HMM! 
ICOLBLY EFFICIENT, HE’NOTICED JIMBUCK AT ONCE - HIS you_MusT 
|GAZE TRAVELLED FROM JIMBUCK’S LINED LEATHERY FACE BE GETTING ON, 
lro THE ROWS OF RIBBONS ON HIS CHEST. SERGEANT -MAJOn! 
HOW OLD ARE YOU?| 

A_FIRST WORLD WAR Z FORTY~ SEVEN? 
VETERAN, EH, MISTER PORTY-EIGHT? 
JOHNSON? WhaT MOB 4 

WERE YOU WITH? 









FORTY-TWO, SIR. WAS ONLY: 

AKID WHEN I JOINED UP IN THE 

‘OTHER WAR.1! GAVE A FALSE 
AGE ON ENLISTMENT. . 








FTHE NEW COLONEL INSPECTED THE REGIMENT ~. WE ARE ON INSTANT 
JAND THEN ADDRESSED ALL RANKS. READINESS. WANT EVERY 


VEHICLE MECHANICALLY 


‘TO WAVE TROUBLE, 
WITH THIS BLOKi 





Last Charge 37 
Vay ANY MAN NOT UP TO STANDARD 
Wj/ WILL BE SENT BACK TO BASE. FIGHTING ? 
WHAT. DOES THAT 
MUS KNOW 
FIGHTING ? 











TWO DAYS LATER, THE THUNDER OF GUNS CAME THREATENINGLY CLOSE. SQUADRONS, 
JOF BRITISH AIRCRAFT DRONED OVERHEAD IN CEASELESS SORTIES, WHILE CONVOYS 
JOF INFANTRY WENT POUNDING WESTWARDS 


WE'LL BE 
ON THE MOVE 
‘ANY TIME NOW. 





Last Charge 





[EEN JIMBUCK WAS SUMMONED BEFORE THE MEN LIKE YOU ARE BADLY 


MISTER JOHNSON, 
1'VE_SOME GOOD 
NEWS FOR YOU. I'M. 
‘SENDING YOU HOME 
+0 AUSTRALIAY 


NEEDED TO TRAIN RECRUITS. 
LET'S FACE IT, YOU'RE 
IGETTING TOO OLD FOR 
ACTIVE SERVICE. YOU MUST 
HAVE BEEN OVER AGE EVI 
WHEN THE WAR STARTED, 

"A LONG WAY OVER I 


45 YOU'RE 
WHAT, 
SIR?) 











THE GRIZZLED AUSSIE STARED AT THE YOUNG COLONEL, 
STUNNED 
ey 
Youre SENDING ME WHE] 1m soRRY You'Re 
HOME BECAUSE YOU ely iy, TAKING IT LIKE 
THINK I'M FINISHEO?- THIS, JOHNSON, 
‘AND YOU CALL Dy “aur ive NomiNG 
‘THAT GOOD NEWS? ( 1ORE TO SAY! 





dast Charge 3” 





[A GREAT GUST OF FURY BLEW TO SHREDS 
ITHE DISCIPLINE OF YEARS. HE WAS JUST AN 
ANGRY AUSSIE TELLING ANOTHER AUSSIE 

[WHAT HE THOUGHT OF HIM 


THE COLONEL WENT WHITE, HIS FACE 
FROZEN IN OUTRAGE . BUT HE SAT RIGIDLY 
TILL THE SERGEANT-MAJOR HAD 
FINISHED HIS TIRADE . THEN . 





MAYBE YOU HAVEN'T 
‘ANYTHING MORE To SAY... BUT 1 
HAVE. 1 


HAVE ! MY FLIPPING OATH 
WERE STILL. 


WAS FIGHTING WHILE YOt 
AT SCHOOL. JUST BECAUSE 1 DON'T 
KNOW AS MUCH ABOUT ENGINES AS 
SOME PERISHING BUS DRIVER 


JOHNSON, BECAUSE OF YOUR 
RECORD YM GOING TO PRETEND | 
NEVER HEARD ANY OF THAT! BUT 
IF | HAVE ANOTHER INSUBORDINATE 
WORD FROM YOU, YOU'LL STILL 
GO BACK TO AUSTRALIA... « 
IN IRONS! 





IMBUCK SWALLOWED HARD AND, BY A 
TREMENDOUS EFFORT, GOT CONTROL 


lOF HIMSELF. 


1M SORRY, 
siz. 1 DID My 
NUT FOR A WHILE. 





40 Last Charge 
Chapter 3. Stampede 


STAND TO! 
STAND TO! FALLIN = 

BY YOUR VEHICLES! WE FF 
MOVE IN TWENTY 














[SIMBUCK WOKE WITH A START AND INSTINCTIVELY 
REACHED FOR HIS EQUIPMENT. BUT AS HE FASTENED 
His BELT, LIEUTENANT MAYNE, THE ORDERLY OFFICER, 


NOT YOU, MISTER 
FJOUNSON! YOU'RE TO 
STAY WITH REAR 
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BITTERLY, JIMBUCK WATCHED THE VEHICLES RATTLE OUT ON TO THE DESERT TRACK 
JANO HEAD WESTWARDS. THEN HE SENSED SOMEONE BESIDE HIM... 





THEY WON'T LET 
Mz GO. COLONEL 
RECKONS _1" 


VM TWENTY BUT HE 
DOESN'T BELIEVE ME. 
PM BEING SENT 
BACK TO ALEX ON. 
‘SOME DEPOT JOB. 








SIMBUCK HAD ALWAYS SUSPECTED BABE 
LAFONE HAD JOINED UP UNDER AGE. 


KNOW JUST 
HOW YOU FEEL.’ TOO OLD... 
YOU'RE TOO YOUNG. BY THE WAY, 
WHAT IS YOUR AGE. YOUR 
REAL AGE?! WON'T 
LET ON. 


MEANWHILE, COLONEL CRAIG, IN THE LEACING 
TANK, WAS GETTING URGENT ORDERS FROM, 
ICORPS H.Q. HIS TASK WAS TO STRIKE THE 
LEFT FLANK OF THE ENEMY'S ADVANCED 
ISCREEN . 


DIRECT YOUR REGIMENT ON 
TO THE ENEMY ARMOURED 
ICARS HOLDING THE RAFAT 
RIOGE AND THEN MAKE: 
IGOOD THE GROUND 
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TN THE GREY DAWN, THE AUSTRALIAN TANKS SWEPT 
TOWARDS THE GERMAN FLANK GUARDS ON A LOW 
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FOUR ARMOURED CARS WERE SHATTERED AT ONCE, SPILLING THEIR CREWS ON TO | 
[THE SHELTERLESS DESERT. THE OTHERS TURNED AND FLED, HARRIED BY THE MATILDA 


THERE WILL BE NO 
HALTING. ALL SQUADRONS 
TO CONTINUE THE 
‘ADVANCE TO THE 
NORTH-WEST... 














THE EL JAFFIR ESCARPMENT, A FROWNING GROSS THE FLAT DEPRESSION AND, 
CLIFF OF SAND AND SHALE, DOMINATED BT ROUND THE SOUTHERN E 
THE COASTAL SECTOR.SOON COLONEL, SAESCHPMENT TO TAKE TIN THE REAR 
CRAIG'S TANKS WERE APPROACHING IT. Fee a 
wt < 
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TRIE LEADING TANKS WERE HALFWAY ACROSS] [CRAIG GAVE IMMEDIATE ORDERS FOR A 
FOUNTAINS OF RY WITHDRAWAL INTENOING 








FF 
ERUPTED INTO ROLLING SALVOES OF 
188 M.sA. GUNFIRE 


TOO LATE, CRAIG SAW THAT HE HAD [=~ FIGHT THOSE GUNS, MENTO 
FALLEN INT INS 4 TRAP. BEFORE THE THE LAST MOMENT! CAPTAIN 
SQUAD! GOULD MANOEUVRE, | 7 LAWRENCE... . TRY AND GET 
THEY WERE CRIPPLED. $6 iE 
oF 
an MINEFIEL 
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BUT WHEN CAPTAIN LAWRENCE'S SQUADRON TURNED SOUTH, 
THEY, CAME UNDER HEAVY FIRE FROM GERMAN PANZERS waic 


HAD Bi 
DEPRESSION BECAME A KILLING GROUND FOR THE TRAPPED 
LIGHT HORSE. 


45 
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‘TANK HEADED FOR A DIP 
MIME GROUND. BUT NEVER 
MADE IT_A STUNNING SHOCK, A 
SHEET OF FLAME... AND SERGEANT 
RYAN WAS KILLED. BLUEY MADIGAN, 
JAS SENIOR TROOPER, TOOK OVER, 









BLUEY, THE LAST MAN OUT, ROSE INTOA | [BUT HIS MATES, STUNNED AND SHOCKED, 
STORM OF SPANDAU FIRE!..AND WAS HIT. | |DID NOT HEAR HIM. IT WAS YOUNG SNOWY 

THOMPSON, SCRAMBLING OUT OF HIS 
IOWN WRECKED TANK, WHO RUSHED TO 
BLUEY’S AID. 





WHAT MAKES YOU OLD 
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SOON, EVERY AVAILABLE SCRAP OF COVER 
INTHE’ DEPRESSION WAS OCCUPIED BY 
SWEATING, SWEARING DIGGERS. 


4 ‘OUR FLIPPING. 
BNE C0. HAS MADE A 
AMI RIGHT HASH OF THINGS, 
K\\ “AND NO ERROR? 
AA EFFICIENCYSHE SAID! 





IBACK AT HEADQUARTERS, JIMBUCK HAD 
IBEEN FOLLOWING THE COURSE OF THE 
IBATTLE FROM THE FRAGMENTARY AND 
URGENT RADIO MESSAGES 


«+.OUR TANK LOSSES VERY 
HEAVY. OUR CREWS PINNED. 
DOWN BY MACHINE GUN FIRE. A 
‘CHANCE TO BREAK OUT IF 
‘SOME DIVERSION COULD BE 
‘ORGANISED. TRYING TO 
CONTACT RAF H.@. 





TT WAS THEN THAT A SUDDEN, CRAZY 
IDEA CAME TO JIMBUCK. HURRIEDLY, 
HE SOUGHT OUT BABE LAFONE.. 


YOU'RE A HORSEMAN, 
AREN'T YOU,KID? YOU 
HELPED YOUR OLD MAN 
MUSTER CATTLE. HOW'D 

YOU LIKE TO WIN 
UNDYING GLORY? 
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iN JIMBUCK'S MIND WAS THE MEMORY 
OF THE MURDEROUS CHESSBOARD ATTACK 
IN 115, AND THE STORY OF THE HAVOC 
ICAUSED BY THE STAMPEDING HORSES IN 
FARAWAY EGYPT. AS HE EXPLAINED, BABE 
ISTARED AGHAST. 


YOU. . .YOU 
AIN'T SERIOUS, 
‘JIMBUCK? 


MAYBE IT WON'T 
WORK...BUT WHAT HAVE 
WE GOT To LOSE? 
THEY'RE SENDING US. 
BACK TO BASE ANYWAY, 
AREN'T THEY? 


GRADUALLY A GRIN SPREAD ACROSS 
THE YOUNGSTER’S FRECKLED FACE 


OO! 
YER, KID! ARE 
THOSE’ TOUARESS STILL 
IN THE WADIP THEY 
WERE YESTERDAY. 














THIRTY MINUTES LATER, JiMBUCK WAS 
PLEADING WITH THE BEWILOERED ARAB 
LEADER, EXPLAINING THAT HE WANTED. 
TO"BORROW" HIS HERO OF HORSES 


JF THEY STAY HERE, 
THEY'LL ALL GE KILLED WHEN 
THE GERMAN BOMBERS GET TO WORK. 
15 A WONDER THEY HAVEN'T BEEN 
BLASTED BEFORE NOW. ANYWAY, THE 
BRITISH WILL PAY FOR ANY LOSSES. 


BUT HOW CAN 

THEY HELP IN THE: 

BATTLE? MANY WILL, 
BE KILLED. . « 
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AFTER A LONG ARGUMENT, THE ARAB 
FPlALLY AGREED, ALTHOUGH HE DID SO 


BMPUCK CHOSE THE TWO FASTEST MOWTS 

BABE AND HIMSELF, AND THE 
AUSTRALIANS BEGAN {O HERD THE WILO 
HORSES DOWN THE WADI. 


QUE ONLY HOPE 1S TO Dive, 
7EM BEHIND THE ESCARPMENT 








WE'LL TAKE EM ALONG EASY. WE DON'T 
‘GET EXCITED TILL THE 
LAST MOMENT. -<THEN THE. CRAZIER 
THEY ARE, THE BETTER! 
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ABOUT FOUR MILES NORTH THEY CAME UP THE MOUTH OF 
HE WADI THAT LED UP TO THE ESCARPMENT. ... AND THERE 
HEY TURNED OFF. AHEAD OF THEM THEY COULD HEAR THE 
CRACK OF 88'S AND THE RATILE OF SPANDAUS.BUT THE 
ONLY GERMANS THEY SAW WERE SOME SIGNALLERS WHO. 
STARED IN BEWILDERMENT AS THE HERD THUNOERED PAST 
THEM IN A CLOUD OF DUST. 











AS THE WILD HORSES TOPPED THE SLOPE AND. 
STARTED THE DESCENT ON THE OTHER SIDE, THE 


VICIOUS GUN EXPLOSIONS BEWILDERED THEM, 
BUT BEHIND THEM THE TWO AUSSIES RODE. 
ILIKE DEMONS, YELLING AND FIRING INTO THE AIR. 
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THEY HIT THE GUN BATTERY LIKE AN AVALANCHE. |] 
IT WAS NOTHING LIKE THE SORT OF WAR THE 
IGUNNERS HAD BEEN TRAINED TO FIGHT. 














[BEFORE THE GERMANS COULD RECOVER FROM THE 
|SHOCK, THE STAMPEDING HORSES WERE AMONG 
THEM, SQUEALING, REARING, LASHING OUT. 
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THe LEADERS, THE STEEP DROP 
YAWNING IN FRONT OF THEM, 
SLID TO A HALT AND BEGAN fo. 
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TIMBUCK AND BABE 

by Toe CaTaciYsmic 
r 

DESTRUCTION THEY | “BMCiNer 


VERY BRINK OF 
‘THE ABYSS... 








TO THE DESPERATE DIGGERS LYING OUT IN THE 
DEPRESSION, PRAYING FOR SOME SORT OF 
DIVERSION 1O GIVE THEM AT LEAST A SLENDER 
CHANCE OF SURVIVAL, IT WAS LIKE A MIRACLE. 


1 STILL DONT 
BELIEVE IT! 











Last Charge 

es 
A TRAPPED AUSTRALIAN IS A DANGEROUS 
ANIMAL, AND THE LEAN DIGGERS 
IPLUNGED FORWARD VENGEFULLY INTO 
THE FOG OF DUST AND SAND, WHICH 
HID THEM FROM THE GERMAN 
MACHINE GUNNERS. 


















il 
ia ‘tl 








[ACROSS THE DEPRESSION AND STRAIGHT UP THE 
ICRUMBLING ESCARPMENT THEY WENT, SMASHING 4 
ASIDE THE DAZED GERMAN DEFENDER: | 
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[ON THE GERMAN SIDE, THE LINE OF HOLD YOUR FIRET 
WATCHED YOU ARI 








PPro was vou 
WHO WORKED THE 
TRICK, JIMBUCK? 

JIMBUCK AND BABE LAFONE WE MIGHT HAVE 

WERE WAITING FOR THEM. KNOWN IT! 
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[AS HE RODE GACK WITH BABE LAFONE, 2 
JIMBUCK FELT LIGHTER IN SPIRIT THAN HE NO NEED, SON. THEYILL “| 
HAD FOR MONTHS. HE HAD PROVED HIS FIND THEIR OWN Way BACK 
POINT. THEY COULD NOT SAY HE WAS TO THE WADI. THATS WHERE 
{TOO OLD NOW! THE WATER iS . EVER KNOW 
‘A HORSE THAT NEEDED 
DRIVING TO A 
WATERHOLE ? 





WHAT ABOUT THE HORSES, 
‘SIR? HADN'T WE 
BETTER TRY AND ROUND 





(ON THE BEACH TRACK, THEY MET THE LEADING TANKS 


IOF THE ARMOURED BRIGADE MOVING UP. 





GIVE THOSE SQUAREHEADED 
DINGOES A RIGHT SEND 
‘OFF, MATES! 





YEAH! HIT 
JEM WHERE IT 





Last Charge ST 
BACK AT THEIR OLD CAMP, THE SURVIVORS OF THE 20TH. rT | 
i 





LIGHT HORSE WERE PARADED TO DO HONOUR TO THEIR: 


EX-SERGEANT-MAJOR AND TO YOUNG BABE LAFONE . \ 











Uf... CANT REVERSE 
THE ORDER FOR YOUR _ 
RECALL NOW, MISTER JOHNSON, 
I'S OUT OF MY HANDS. BUT 
\) MADE A MISTAKE 
ABOUT YOU! 


flv 





iT WAS NOT EASY FOR A MAN LIKE 71 SHOULD NEVER RAVE UNDERESTIMATED 

ICOLONEL CRAIG TO UNBEND, 8UT_// AN OLD SOLDIER. HE MAY MAKE 

JHE DID ITNOW. MISTAKES, AS WE ALL DO, BUT HEYLL 
ye WIN THROUGH IN THE END. 


GOOD ON a F 


THANKS, SIR. BUT 
DON'T FORGET THE BABE 
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[AND AS THE CHEERS RANG OUT, ALL THE 

BITTER THOUGHTS FADED FROM JIMBUCK'S 

MIND. HE HAD FINISHED UP AS A Cave " 

| SHOULI iE GREAT "THUNDERING: ‘CHARGE! 




















ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 241—SURRENDER—OR DIE! No. 243—TROUBLE SQUAD 





He blundered into hair-raising action They were the Pioneers—but they 
and won for himself a place in a combat could handle a rifle as well as they could 
team without equal. a pick or a shovel, 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 
No. 242—THE SECRET ENEMY 

Next month’s FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 

Ist June, are :-— 

No. 244—THE SIEGE No. 246—TRAIL BLAZERS 

No. 245—BLIND JUDGMENT No. 247—THE DARK JUNGLE 





GIANT STAMP COLLECTION 


DE HAUTE VOLTZ 


2200889 
MONGOLIA 


120 DIFFERENT 
STAMPS 
FROM ALL OVER 
THE WORLD 




















Fabulous bargain offer includes many superb sets of unusual 
stamps : TOGO Stamp Centenary set of 3 (Show rare old 
German Colonial stamps!) MONGOLIA Stupendous 
Rocket set of 2. RUSSIA scarce 1944 Allied Flags (Value 
3/-). ALBANIA old imperforate set of 2. GT. BRITAIN 
1936 Edward Vill set of 3; 1937 Coronation. CHILE mint 
airmail set of 3. UPPER VOLTA—diamond shape. 
CAMEROONS Telstar. Dozens of other fascinating stamps 
from all over the world. Grand total of 120 all different (worth 
8/6 plus) all yours for only I/- to introduce our bargain approvals. 
(Approvals are the most interesting and economical way to 
build a collection. Selections of stamps are sent to you for 10 
days free inspection, Buy what you want, return the rest.) 
SEND COUPON WITH i/- TODAY Of WRITE ASKING FOR LOT P. 33 





RUSH ME 120 different stamps. Send a 
jin Approvals for free examination. 


BROADWAY 
APPROVALS 


SAME. ee 
ADDRESS tee ll 
Bee Lat wal B38 


50, DENMARK HILL, 
LONDON.S.E.5. 





Pinas doit wane beeen ‘oar invn enbivedine: Vole Gdpeationnnent 


